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Sisal is one of the 8 plant fibres identified by FAO 

×cotton 

× flax, 

× ramie 

×hemp 

× jute, 

×sisal, 

×Abaca 

×coir fibre 



Tropical Fibre production 

Crops Planting area 
( ha/yr) 

Fibre yield 
( t/yr)  

Market 
consum 
(t/yr)  

FOB price 
(US$/t) 

Sisal 367,000 400,000 >800,000 1087-1159 

Abaca 170,000 96,000 150,000 1964 

Coir fibre 8500,000 618,000 _ 536 



Pineapple leaves for fiber and 

textile production . 

4 



Banana stalks for fiber and textile production . 

degum 
extract 

spin 

weave 



1 Sisal industry in the world 
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Sisal harvest area from  2003 to 2012(104 Mu)  
FAOSTAT  

 

Total harvest area and yield of sisal in the 

world in recent 10 years 



Sisal fibre yield from 2003 to 2012 104 t  
FAOSTAT  



Trade of sisal fibre 

 

 
The volume of trade increases at 10˿͘15˿ per year 

since 2008. 

 

Exports: 134,500t(2009), 148,000t(2010)̆160,000(2011) 

 

Main export countries: Brasil, Tanzania, Kenya. Brazil 

sisal exports accounted for 60% of the world. 

         



Sisal fibre price ̂US$ per ton,FOB̃ from 2007-2012 

 



×   Importation 

 

2002: China imported 18,000t sisal fibre, became the 

biggest buyer in the world. 

2012: China imported 75,000t sisal fibre and related 

products. 



Market demand 

 
Sisal demand estimates about 800,000 tons per year 

in the world: 

Å300, 000t for packaging,  binding and forage bundling 

Å200,000t for oil drilling, logging and metallurgy  

Å200,000t for carpet, arts and crafts, polishing cloth, 

construction material  

Å100,000t for paper, composite materials  

 

ÅHowever the world sisal fiber output is only about 

400,000 t, There is a big gap between supply and 

demand. 
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